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INTRODUCTION. 



The following view of the American 
Slavery Question is the substance of two 
discourses prepared by the author in Oc- 
tober, 1835, with particular reference to 
the condition of his own church. When 
called to the pastoral care of this church,'^ 
he found its -members divided in their 
views, and disunited in their feelings, on 
this much agitated subject. It appeared 
to him that it might be presented to their 
minds in such a manner as to gain the 
.assent of all on every important point. 
With this view these discourses were pre- 
pared and delivered. The result was a 
spirit of harmony and good feeling in tfee 
church. They are now, with dome addi- 
tions, presented to the public eye. That 
they will receive the entire approbation of 



IV INTRODUCTION.' 

all Christians, he does not expect. They 
are his own views on this momentous 
question, honestly ?nd frankly expressed. 
He has occasionally censured those whom 
he loves and esteems: he has done it 
openly, because he believes that this is 
demanded by the interests of truth. The 
only favor he asks of his readers is that 
they would suspend their judgment until 
they have perused the entire volume 
through, and then treat his arguments 
with fairness and Christian courtesy. 

It has occurred to the arthor that one . 
expression found in the following work— 
"men are God's property," &c. — is liable 
to be misunderstood. The author does 
not mean to assert that God does, or can, 
consistently with truth and justice, treat 
men as tilings^ but simply that He only 
has a right to exercise unlimited control 
,over them as their Creator and Proprietor. 
Their rights as moral agents are invio- 
lable in his eyes. The Author. 

N&w York, January, 1836. 
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SLAVERY DEFINED. 

That we may profitably discuss the 
question of American slavery, we must 
first haYe a clear idea of the condition of 
slavery stripped of every accompanying 
circumstance. , The laws , of Louisiana 
and SoutirOaroIina shall furnish us with 
definitions. v - 

"A slave is one who is in the power 
of a master to whom he belongs. The 
master may sell him, dispose of his person, 
his, adustry, his labor ; he c&n do nothing, 
possess nothing, nor acquire any thing but 
which must belong to his master."— Low- 
isiana Code, Art. 3. 

" Slaves shall be deemed, taken, reputed, 
and adjudged to be chattels personal in 
1 
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the hands of their masters and possessors, 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever." 
—Laws of South Carolina — Bi-evard's 
Digest, 229. 

It follows, by natural consequence, 
that the master claims as his lawful pro- 
perty the offspring of his female slaves, 
whoever may be their father, upon the 
same ground ihaX the farmer does the '* 
increase of his Socks and he»^ , vis. that 
. they are his chattels personal.' Accord- 
ingly thy laws of slave-holding states 
declare that "all the issue and offspring 
of slaves, born or to be born, shall be and 
yemain for ever hereafter absolute slaves, 
and shall follow the condition of the 
mother." 

Jigain: since the body of the slave, 
derives all its value from the mind which 
animates it, the power of the master to 
, use the body of his slave as a personal 
chattel 'for his own advantage, necessarily 
includes the power to use his mind also for 
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the same purpose. > The slaw has:;^MOF0 
•right, in the view of the slave4a#^'to us? ■ 
his intellectual, than lie li^i^use'^«s;eo^;' 
f ovea! powers, in the ■p(3r3ujt»0f\Hia : -' : ^5Srfe' 
individual 'fiappin^si?,' If* tk& .ac'^uisUkpi" 
of kaowJfedgS; ^itoitiis5?e|> ^jfc-&s'j&: 
personal 'clfo^ 

beyond his reach;aH '-■ih'e-.m6afis' i 6^^ib#--' 
iedge. Accordingly,; ill mo^t o/'thepave-, 
holding states, it *is : made' a "ju*glJr- : ici|m^. 
and . misdemeanor to teacn a slave to read 
or write, or to give hipa any book- or 
pamphlet, not even excepting the word of 
God-! 

Slavery is the condition of slaves. 

The system of slavery, or the slavz 
system is that system of laws which re- 
gards one portion of the community as 
slaves, and which authorizes another por- 
tion of the community to hold them as 
such. > 

Slave-holding is holding men as slaves 
Ejnder this system, and a slave-holder is 
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erne. who lioklS'Ms fdlow-wE.tis'pers.oBal 
chattels, -y ' : ' 

-■: --le:^® -present inquiry I .shall. use tjie : 
■Wmi^'M&ve-IwMi^g, holding men in slave- 
ry 'holding fifimi as '■ •personal chattels^ 
hpMing ■ ■meii , as. :. property, and holding 
property. : M men^as- convertible.: Let it 
bo reMembsred thai when I speak of 
slm?&$,,I:measi human, beings held as 
peesostal; ! chattel Sy agreeably to';. the 
fiaSnition above given ; and when I speak 
ox stave-holders' .T. msmi those who hold 
S&en as slaves, and not something else. 

MORAL . £JHARACTER OP ■ THE ■ SLAVE 
;. ,. '. . SYSTEM. 

THE SYSTEM OP SLAVERY IS DIRECTLY 
OPPOSED TO THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW 
' ; OP LOVE WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN MEN 
IN HIS BIBLE FOB THE REGULATION 
OF THEIR CONDUCT TOWARDS EACH 

' OTHER. 

One form in which this law is expressed 
is the following : " Thou shalt love thy 



THE SLAVS' SYSTEM. 9 

neighbor as' thyself '." In direct opposi- 
tion to this, the slave system authorises 
the -master .to love himself supremely,. and ». 
to buy, sell, and use his neighbors and 
their , oftsprin g, i M\ and body, as chattels 
personal, for his, owe private advantage., 
He may indeed treat, his slaves in some 
respects benevolently, but he will; do so 
not in accordant with the spirit of the 
system, but in spiteofit.:: 

Another form in which; this grea* law 
of love is expressed is this : " Whatso- 
ever* ye would that men $hoitlt!>.do -.unto 
you, do ye even so to them? |ln direct 
opposition to . this, the system off slavery 
authorizes the master to do , to his fellow- 
men what he would not, in any case* that 
they sh ould do to him. He may' honestly 
believe that were he a slave in certain 
supposable circumstances, (perhaps those 
of his own slaves,) he should wish to haw 
his master retain over 'him the power of 
a guardian ; but can , he believes that b© 

1* 
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should ever : be- willing to be converted 
into an article of merchandise, and sub- 
jected to the despotic power of the highest . 
bidder?-' Impossible. 
• ; Another form is this: lt Love/worketh 
no ill to its neighbor: therefore love is 
$M fulfilling of the lau>" In direct oppo- 
sition to this, the slave system authorizes 
She master to work the most grievous ills 
to his colored neighbor. The following 
c&Caidgaa of these ills is from the pen of 
ond whom all admit to be a competent 
'tfitaess,- Jeremiah Hubbard, of North Caro- 
lina, a zealous advocate of colonization. 
The same enumeration of wrongs is iound 
in Stroud's Sketch of the Laws of Slavery, . 
Chap. IL, from which it appears to have 
been copied,' 

u "There can be no legal marriage among 
slaves but what can be broken by the mas- 
ter whenever it suits his passions or liis 
avarice. Slaves cannot* redeem them- 
selves, nor obtain a chaage of masters, 
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however cruelly they may be treated ; saor 
be parties before a judicial tribunal in any 
species of action against their masters, 
how atrocious ' soever the injuries they 
may have received from them. The 
masters may determine the kind and 
degree of labor to which the slave shall 
be subjected, and supply him with such 
food and clothing only, both as to quantity 
and quality as he may think proper, or find 
convenient.: The master may at his own 
discretion inflict grievous scourging or 
chastisement upon his slave. Slaves have 
no legal rights of property in things real 
or personal; whatsoever they acquire ' 
belongs, in point of law, to their master; 
Slaves, being personal chattels, are stall 
times liable to be sold absolutely, or mort- 
gaged, or leased at the will of the master ; 
they may be also sold by process of law 
for the satisfaction of debts of the living 
or, deceased master, at the suit of creditors. 
And all the power of the master may. be 
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exercised not by himself only in person, 
but by any one whom be may depute as 
his agent," • * 

Lest I should be accuse^ of making 
garbled quotations, I cheerfully add the 
remainder of his description. . 

"There may be mitigations to some of 
these, traits of slavery by modern enact- 
ments of some of the slave-states ; this is 
about its general picture as' it is legalized 
in this country ; it is, however, but justice 
to add that thase great legal powers of the 
masters are abundantly mitigated in. the 
practice of latter times ; there is not near 
'the personal abuse of slaves now, gene- 
rally, that there was thirty, forty, or fifty 
years ago, and they pcse generally much 
better fed arid clothed. A cruel master is 
now unpopular in great slave-holding 
counties, but, with all these mitigations 
slavery is stili an enormous evil —a course 
of monstrous injustice." . ' 

The accuracy of these statements, so 
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far 'as the 'region in which: this writer 
resides is concerned, I am not disposed to 
question. The amount of them is that 
the "great legal powers -of the masters 
are abundantly mitigated in the prac- 
tice of modern times." — In other words, 
the masters, in modern times, do not by 
any oneans work all the ills to. their 
neighbors which this unrighteous system, 
mithorizes. It may be said with truth 
that supreme selfishness, instead of love, 
is the fulfilling of its fundamental princi- 
ple, v 
The slave system being; thus directly 
opposed to the great law of benevolence 

iS SINFUL. ' 

THE SYSTEM OF SLAVERY IS N DIRECTLY 
OPPOSED TO THE FAMILY RELATION 
AS ESTABLISHED BY GOD. " 

By this institution husband and wife are 
indissolubly joined together until death ; 
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not only that they may solace each other 
amid the toils of life, but that-each indivi- 
dual of the human family may, from the 
commencement of his existence, enjoy the 
permanent watch, care, discspline, and. 
government of one man and one woman. 
It is no exaggeration lo assert that , this 
divine ordinance involves, the virtue and 
happiness of the globe. Accordingly, God 
has guarded it against violation in all its 
parts by the severest sanctions. " Have 
ye not read," asks our Saviour, " that he 
who made, them at the beginning made 
therm male and female^ and said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife ; and they 
twain shall be one flesh 1 Wherefore they 
are no mere twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let 
7U)t man put asunder." In defiance of 
this law ot Jehovah, the slave-laws au- 
th.)iise the master to put asunder for ever 
husband and wife at his. own pleasure ; 
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for they are " deemed, taken, reputed, and 
adjudged to be his chattels personal to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever." 
" There can be no legal marriage among 
slaves but what can be broken -by the 
master whenever it suite his passions or 
his avarice." Can any thing be dearer 
to a man than his wife, or, to a wife than 
her husband ? Yet the slave-laws say to 
the master, " You may lawfully tear them 
from each other's arms whenever it suits 
"your convenience." 

Nor is the relation of parent and child 
any more regarded by these laws. As 
soon as the children have arrived at an 
age suitable for labor, they may be sepa- 
rated from their mother, and sold at any 
moment. Can any treasures be more pre- 
cious to a mother than her offspring? 
Yet of these treasures her master may 
legally plunder her at pleasure. 

lam happy to testify, from my own ob- 
servation, that many masters respect the 
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parental and. filial relations of their slaves ; 
.but this they do, not in accordance with 
the great principle of slavery, but in oppo- 
sition, to it. 

.-The slave system, being thus directly 
opposed to the family relation, as esta- 
blished by God, is sinful. 

THE.SYSTEM OP- SLAVERY IB EVIL. IN A7L 
ITS TENDENCIES. \ , 

We must carefully distinguish between 
the evils which grow oukof the. abuse df a 
thing, aud the evils which are its appro- 
priate results. The gospel, when faith- 
fully preached, : tends to bring men to 
repentance :„ if resisted, the result is in- 
creased obduracy ; this is chargeable, how- 
: ever, not on the gospel, but on the abuse 
of the gospel ; since it is not the preach- 
ing of the truth that hardens men's hearts, 
but the resistance of this truth. Gambling, 
on the QQQimxyy directly leads to idleness 



and dishonesty. When, it results la these- 
vices, it is justly chargeable with them, for 
they are ltd appropriate consequences^ My 
design is to show that the slave sysfem. 
naturally tends to produce- and does actu- 
ally produce, the most enormous evils of 
every kind. 

1. One of its obvious tendencies is" to 
multiply instances of individual cntslt^. 
, The connection between despotic power 
and cruelty is so well understood in this 
country, that i£ would: be superfluous to 
attempt to prove it. . Now the slave-holder 
is the most absolute despot on the iace of 
the globe. " The master may determine 
the kind and degree of labor to which the 
slave shall be subjected* and supply him 
with such food and raiment only, .both as 
to quantity and quality, as he may think 
proper, or find convenient. The master 
may, at his discretion, inflict grievous 
scourging, or .chastisement, upon his slaves; 
nor can they obtain any legal redress, 
2 
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how atrocious soever the' injuries they 
may 'have received from him/' -Every 
main, in the exercise of his common" sense, 
might determine beforehand! '■ from- the 
uniform ; experience of the v^ci'ld in : all 
ages, that such irresponsible power would 
be abused, and we know from observation 
that it is abused. It is not my intention to 
bring a sweeping charge of cruelty against 
the mass of slave-holders, (as has been 
sometimes unjustly done by Northern men j) 
nor to prove that t he ; majority of them' ar& 
cruel;- My object is • to ' show thai the 
whole tendency of the system is to cruelty. 
I.shall content myself with assertingywhat 
I kriow to be true,-that multiplied instances 
of ?the ! most revolting cruelty' do occur as 
the proper results of the* system. When 
known, they generally excite the indigna- 
tion of the community ; but, alas ! if the 
master [possesses an ordinary degree of 
prudence, they need not be known j for ho 
slave can bear testimony ' against his pro- 
prietor. 



, The extreme cruelty .of the domestic 
slave- trade, all, candid men- admit. Yet 
this is. bin a legitimate branch of the slave 
systenh . It is susrained by three classes of 
men, all influenced by fhejove of money j, 
the slave-growers, the slave-traders, and 
the; slave-pttrchasers, principally in the 
southwest. The slave-grower , raises his 
slaves expressly for the market, and as soon 
as they have arrived at a suitable age, he 
tears them from- their, parents, and con- 
signs them over into the hands of the 
slave-trader, for money. The,slave-trader 
huri'ies.them to Louisiana, or the adjoining 
states, and there delivers them "into the 
hands of the slave-purchaser, for money. 
-The slave-purchaser places them on his 
plantation, and wears out their lives with 
labor, beneath the southern sun, for money. 
Now, if the slave, system is lawful, this is 
certainly a fair and honorable business. 
If two neighbors, on adjoining plantations, 
have a right to traffic .in . human -..'flash, 
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why have riot two planters -in different 
counties, in different states,, in different 
sections of the United States ? And why 
Iiave.fchey not a right, like other men, to 
employ their agents ? Why should these 
agents he loaded with public odium, while 
their employers escape censure ? The 
domestic slave-trade, then, with all its 
abominations, is a legitimate appendage of 
She system. . 

Thus much respecting the tendency of 
the slave system, to multiply instances of 
individual cruelty. To many this ten- 
dency will appear too obvious to need illus- 
tration. I have introduced it because it 
has an important bearing on the argument 
respecting the moral character of the sys- 
tem itself. 

2. . Another obvious tendency of the sys- 
tem of slavery is to- multiply unjust and 
cruel laws. . 

This tendency may be illustrated in 
various ways. . 
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'■■'.The -slave-laws begin by depriving the. 
colored man of a right which this nation 
has, hi the most solemn and public man- 
ner, pronounced to be unalienab!e^—Li- 
^erty. ; Now, it' is a Well known princi- 
ple of morals, that one sin unrepented of 
leqdsto another of the same kind, The 
merchant who has embarked in one dis- 
honest scheme for making" money, will be 
naturally drawn into others. The man 
who '%s uttered one falsehood, will add 
twenty \rnore for the sake of concealment. 
So here). The slave-laws having begun 
by robbing the slave of his liberty, it is not 
surprisingNthat we find them in the. next 
place depriving him of the right of trial 
by jury, and then forbidding him to read 
God'sHoly Word. The tendency of this, as 
of all despotic systems, is from bad to worse. 

Again : Slaves being in the most ab- 
solute sense the property of their mas- 
ters, "it is necessary that the latter should 
have unlimited control oyer them ; other- 
2 5 



'wise, they ■ Tv buld cease to be slaves. , It 
would be an insufferable annoyance that 
these "personal chattels" should speak, and 
complain of the hard treatment to which 
they might happen to be subjected. Hence, 
the slave-laws provide that no slave shall 
he a. party before a judicial tribunal, in any 
species of action against his master, how 
atrocious soever the injuries he may have 
sreceiyed from him ; and, furthermore, that 
bo slave shall be permitted' to bear testi- 
mony against any white man. Resistance 
to their owners, on the part of these "per- 
sonal chattels," must by no means be tole- 
rated. Hence, we need not wonder at the 
following enactment in the slave-code of 
Geoigia : " If any slave shall presume to 
strike any white person, upon trial or con- 
viction, before the justice, or justices, ac- 
cording to the directions of this act, he 
shall, for the first offense, suffer such pun- 
ishment as the said justice, or justices, 
shall, hi their discretion, think fit— not e2* 
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tending to life or limb ; and for the second 
offense, suffer death." Many similar laws 
might be collected from the codes of the 
several slave-holding states, but the above 
will suffice for an illustration. 

Again : Slaves being unjustly deprived 
■<of their most sacred rights, it is necessary 
•that they should be kept in a state of igno- 
rance and degradation. When men are to 
'be governed as ken, by equitable and 
^wholesome laws, the more intelligence 
they possess the better. But when they 
are to be despoiled of freedom, and bought, 
sold, and used as " chattels personal to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever," the more 
profound the ignorance in which they are 
immersed, the better. God has implanted 
in the human soul an unconquerable love 
of liberty. Men will never voluntarily 
^consent to be slaves, and they cannot be 
held in slavery by physical power, unless 
-they are first reduced to such a deplora- 
ble state of ignorance and consequent help- 
lessness, that they shall neither understand 
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their rights, nor be able to defend them, 

All this tLe slave-holding states have long, 

understood. Kence, as the number of 

their slaves has multiplied, they have 

multiplied the obstacles to their mental 

improvement ; They have deprived them 

of the means of furnishing their minds 

with knowledge, for the same reason that 

they have prohibited them from bearing 

fire-arms, viz. that they might make them 

entirely subservient, as personal chattels, 

to their own interests. .,. 

So early as 1740, South Carolina, while 

yet a province of Great Britain, enacted 

the following law : " Whereas the having 

of slaves taught to write, or suffering them 

to be employed in writing, may be attended 

with great inconveniences, Be it enacted, 

that all and every person and persons 

whatsoever who shall hereafter teach, or 

cause any slave or slaves' to be taught, to 

write, or shall . use or employ any slave as 

a jscribe in any manner of writing whatso- 
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ever hereafter taught to write, every such 
person or persons shall, for every such 
offense, forfeit the sum of one hundred 
pounds current money."-— 2 Brevard's Di- 
gesi, 243. • ■ 

In 1771, Georgia passed a similar act 
with a less penalty. 

In the revised code of Virginia, 1819, 
we find the following : " All meetings or 
assemblages of slaves or free negroes or 
mulattoes mixing and associating with 
such slaves at any meeting-house or 
houses, or at any other place," &c, "in the 
night, or at any school or schools for 
teaching them reading or writing, either 
in the day cr night, under whatever pre- 
text, shall be deemed and considered 
unlawful, assemblies," &c. — 1. Rev. Code, 
424-5. 

In 1800, the State of South Carolina had 
previously passed a similar law. 

As the number of the slaves and the 
consequent difficulty of governing them 
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has increased, the number and Severity of 
these enactments has proportionally in- 
creased. By the. existing laws of the ma- , 
jority of the slave-holding states, to teach 
a slave (and in many states a free negro) 
to read or write; is forbidden under • heavy 
penalties. In North Carolina, for example, 
to teach a slave to read or write, or, to sell 
or give him any book or pamphlet, is mh 
offense punishable with thirty-nine lashes, 
or imprisonment, if the offender is a* free 
negro ; but if a white, then with a fine of 
two hundred dollars. Similar laws exist- 
in the southern states generally. 

Thus is the written word of God sealed 
up by law from the colored man for whom 
Jesus died. The authors, of these laws do, 
in effect. say to the Redeemer,' 'A Thy gospel 
which thou hast given for the instruction 
of all nations we will not perfnit our slaves 
to read ; for if they do, we cannot keep 
them in bondage." With the correctness 
of their reasoning i am not at present con- 
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cerned. That the perusal of the Holy 
Scriptures would excite rebellion among 
the slaves, no man iri his sober senses can 
for a moment believe. Bui that intelli- 
gence which the ability to peruse them 
implies would, in the estimation of the 
slave-holding states, make it impossible 
for them to keep their slaves any longer 
in subjection by physical power, the final 
resort of all who despoil their fellow-men 
of their just rights. . 

In such abominable laws the system of 
slavery must inevitably end sooner or 
later. The discussion of this question at 
the North may hasten their development ; 
for the clearer the light which shines 
through the community on the sin of 
holding men in slavery, the thicker and 
closer must be the bandage of ignorance 
which the legislatures draw over the eyes 
': of the slaves. 

3. It is hardly necessary to add, that 
another tendency of the slave system is 
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every toa^ to degrade the entire colored 
population- of the United States. 

Deprived of freedom, subjected without 
hope of remedy ^individual caprice, trans- 
ferred from master to master at the plea- 
sure of others, debarred by the strong arm 
of oppression from all privileges of men- 
tal improvement, and their domestic rela- 
tions disregarded by the laws, — the mass of 
the slave population in the Southern states 
is, by the confession of all, sunk in pro- 
found ignorance and degradation.* Nor 
is the influence of this system on the free 
black population hardly less pernicious. 
It has been the uniform policy of the slave- 



* A violent opponent of northern abolitionist^ who is 
evidently disposed to give the most favorable view possible 
of the condition of the slaves, lilting from Alabama, saysi 
" Jn many respects slavea are as moral as the %vhitc3. They 
are restrained by their owners from fighting, drinking, andi 
idlinf. WitbJtWte motive to be continent, and nonk to 
seek the honor of being virtuous, they, like the savages of 
this latitude, are frequently, though not universally, with- 
out, cliastity." The underlining is my own. 
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holding, states to keep them in a feeble and 
depressed condition, well knowing that in 
proportion as their numbers, elevation, of 
character, and influence increase, they will 
become sources' of perpetual discontent to 
the slaves. Hence all the impediments, so 
numerous and formidable, thrown in the 
Tray of those who would manumit their 
slaves : hence, in several of the slave- 
holding states, enactments making it penal 
for a white man to teach a free negro to 
.read. y. , ' * - ■■ 

In the free states, too, the free negro is 
doomed to feel the oppressive influence of 
this unrighteous system. For he belongs 
to a race enslaved, despised, and trampled 
under foot for two centuries ; with whom 
the community have always been accus- 
tomed to associate the ideas of servitude, 
inferiority, and degradation. 

It is not wonderful that narrow minds, 
accustomed only to contemplate present 
results, without regard to the connection 
3 < 
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of cause and cfibe?, beholding their deplo- 
rable condition, and perhaps baffled in 
their, attempts to elevate particular indivi- 
duals in the face of all these formidable 
obstacles, should hastily conclude that the 
African race are incapable of lofty eleva- 
tion of character and self-government. 

4. I add that the tendency of the slave- 
system is every way injurious to the slave- 
holding part of the community. 

One of itsT deplorable effects is to blunt 
the moral sensibilities of the master. Wo 
man at the present day, can maintain and 
practise the system of slavery with a clear 
conscience. Excuse himself as he may, 
the conviction will still remain that he is 
doing wrong. If he comes to the light, his 
guilt stares hini in the face ; aU~d if he 
avoids it, he knows that in so doing he 
sins. In either case his conscience is de- 
filed, and his moral feelings are blunted. 

Another effect of the system is to dis- 
courage industry, mid consequently to 
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encourage idleness and vice among" ike 
white population. This is so evident as 
to need no illustration. 

Another effect is to encourage licentious- 
ness. It is not my intention here to bring 
a sweeping charge of licentiousness against 
all slave-holders, which would be indeed 
slanderous in. the highest, sense of the 
word. It is sufficient to remark, that the 
female slave has no protection against the. 
white man. She may cry, but the laws 
have carefully provided that her voice 
shall not be heard. How far this unlimit- 
ed power is. abused I shall not stop to in- 
quire. It is admitted by all candid men 
that, licentiousness, both among the slaves 
and the whites, is one of the deplorable 
fruits of this s^^stem. 

Another c Sis to discourage educa- 
tion, by sepa; .ing the planters so widely 
from each other, tha$ they cannot conve- 
niently maintain schools. The slave-hold- 
ing states have always produced, in abun- 
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dance, men of highly gifted and cultivated ■< 
minds ; but it is not true that the mass of 
the community in these states, has ever 
been 1 well educated. 

• Another effect is to produce inequality 
of property among the whites. 

'Another eSect is to discourage enter- 
prise. Slave-labor, though it may be in 
individual instances more profitable, is, in 
the aggregate, less profitable than that of 
freemen. Thousands of intelligent men 
in these states feel, and frankly acknow- 
ledge, that slavery is, in this respect, a mill- 
stone about their necks. 

In ail these - ways, the tendency of the 
system ^ija' injurious in its influence upon . 
the wliits;pdptilatioii of the slave-holding 
states. 

5. Another tendency of the system of 
slavery is to destroy that liberty of the 
press, and that freedom of speech and of 
discusrtotz, ickich are the safeguards of 
this .nd of .every republic. 
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Based on injustice and oppression, it 
"hates the liaht, neither comes to the 
light, lest its deeds should be reproved." 
Its supporters manifest the most extreme 
solicitude to keep from the ears ' of , their 
slaves the faintest whisper respecting their 
own guilt, well knowing that they cannot 
justify themselves to these slaves. Hence, 
every attempt in the slave-holding states 
to expose, with manly plainness, the wick- 
edness of the whole system of slavery is 
perilous in the extreme. The ministers of 
the gospel, and the public pres., may not 
plainly tell the masters that they are sin- 
ning in converting their fellow-men into 
personal -chattels, upon pain of being 
dealt with as " incendiaries deplore the 
existence of the system as "a great eviL," 
and "unjustifiable in the abstract," and pro- 
pose various plans for its removal — they 
may in cautious terms, — but hold up, hi 
clear light, its heinous guilt, and urge the 
masters to abolish it, as sinful, in tho 
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speediest and best manner possible, they 
m'iiy not. Thus is freedom of speech and 
of the press, on a pcint of vital importance, 
virtually suppressed in the slave-holding 
states/ 

Already has the United States' mail 
been subjected, in violation of the con- 
stitution, to tiie surveillance of the Post- 
master General and his subordinates, and 
now it is proposed to make such a sur- 
veillance legal. Respectable men have 
been informed ' by lawless associations of 
individuals, what publications they may, 
and what ihey may not, receive from the 
North, upon peril of being " lynched." 
'Gov. Mc Bume, n\ his last official mes- 
sage, advises to punish interference with 
the rights of the masters " by death, with- 
out benefit of clergy? Under color of 
such a law, the citizen of South Carolina, 
or 'stranger sojourning there, who shall 
openly maintain that one man has no 
vigh'fi of property in his fellow-man, or 
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that " all men are created free and equal, 
and endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, among which are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," may 
fee adjudged guilty of interfering with the 
rights of the master, and hung without 
mercy. 

But this is not all... Our Southern breth- 
ren insist upon our putting a total stop to 
the discussion of this question. If we will 
not comply with this unreasonable demand, 
they predict a dissolution of the Union. 
They call upon our legislatures to pass 
laws for the suppression of anti-slavery 
meetings and publications. One of their 
governors has formally demanded from 
the governor of New York, the person 
of one of the citizens of this state^ -whose 
only offense is that he is a publisher of 
anti-slavery documents. ■ ■ • : 

No books, sent to the Southern market, 
must allude to the sin of holding men in 
slavery; no bookseller, who would : enjoy 
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their patronage, must publish anti-slavery 
works ; and bo merchant, who would 
grow rich by their custom, must openly 
avow himself an anti-slavery man. Thus 
is the effort to suppress the discussion of 
ihis < at question prosecuted with untiring 
energy, I do not say by the entire South- 
ern community, but by those leading men 
among them who are determined to up- 
hold and perpetuate the system of slavery. 

It may be said, in their behalf, that they 
are not opposed to the simple discussion 
of the question, but to " the incendiary 
attempts of Northern fanatics." J would 
this apology for their violence were found- 
ed in truth. But what are facts 1 Can 
any thing be more calm, dispassionate, and 
free from the charge of incendiarism and 
fanaticism, than President Wayland's ad- 
mirable chapter on Personal Liberty ? Yet 
this has stirred up the most angry feelings 
m the bosoms of his Southern brethren in 
Christ ; and now they are beginning to 
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warn slave-hdldir<g parents against placing » 
their sons under his instruction. They 
plainly inform; him that, if he will teach 
that men have no right to hold property 
in -their fellow-men, 'they will withdraw, ". 
from him their patronage. • The truth is, 
thatlnode of diseii&siftg the slavery ques- 
tion will be infest strenuously oppdsea by 
the supporters of the slave system, which 
produces the most rapid and powerful in'- 
fluencS upon the- public mind.- I do not 
deny that some anti-slavery men at the 
North have been violent, abusive, and un- 
christian, in their language and spirit. 
But their faults, however much they are to 
be deplored, do not lie at the foundation of 
the violent excitement at the South. This 
arises mainly from the moral character of 
the system assailed. It is true of every 
system, that, in proportion as it is unjust 
and oppressive, its abettors will dread a 
bold arid fearless discussion of its charac- 
ter. The wickedness of the American 
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slave system, then, may be measured, by the 
strength. of the opposition made by its ad- 
vocates to a free and full discussion of its 
merits.- . ~ 

; The tendency of this system to suppress 
freedom of speech and of the press is most 
alafoiing. Let this freedom, guarantied 
to every citizen of the United States, by 
the constitution, be once destroyed on this 
point, aud it will be an easy work to de- 
stroy it on every othqr point. Our tong-ues 
and our press will be placed under surveil- 
lance, as on the continent of Europe ; and 
we shall become a nation of nominal free- 
men, but real bondmen. 

6. Finally: The tendency of the slave 
system is io scenes of bloodshed, massacre, 
and, .extermination. 

-No good man at the North desires these 
awful results. No good man will encou- 
rage the slave to rebellion against his mas- 
ter.. But this will, in all human probabi- 
lity, be the consequence of an attempt to 
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perpetuate the system. The hurnoita! 
liiind was suade for freedom, and it will 
not willingly Be deprived-of the precious 
boon of its Creator. By the strong arm of 
power, men may be kept quiet in slavery 
for a season ; but their bosoms .will rankle 
with deadly enmity against their oppress- 
ors, which will sooner or later break forth 
in desperate efforts at self-emancipation. 
The scenes at South Hampton show that 
ignorance is no safeguard against, but 
rather an incentive to, such efforts* Had 
these deluded wretches understood the 
physical force of their masters, they never 
would have dreamed of such a mad under- 
taking. How melancholy then is the pro- 
spect before us, unless this ruinous system 
be brought to a speedy and peaceful ter- 
mination ! Plots, conspiracies, insurrec- 
tions, massacres, and summary executions, 
may be expected io thicken, until one or 
the other race is exterminated. Were there 
rid God in heaven, we might predict with 
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' certainty: the flual triumph of the master & 
But when we remember that he has so- 
lemnly pledged himself to avenge the op- 
pressed, , and punish the oppressor, our 
minds are left in solemn suspense. What-, 
ever may be the fate of the slaves, we know 
that their masters, if they will persist in up- 
holding this unrighteous system, shall not 
go unpunished. The history of the world 
speaks to them in unambiguous terms of a 
retribution to come, and God's word con- 
firms the testimony of universal experience. 

The system of slavery, then, being evil 
in all its tendencies, is sinful. 

Here suffer me to remark that we are to 
judge of this system, as we do of every 
other system, by its appropriate tenden- 
cies. We are not toselect isolated 
examples of extreme lenity, or extreme 
cruelly, and hold them up to public view 
as? samples of the system. It frequently 
happens that unfisdged Northerners, who 
have, from a narrow and defective educa- 



Til 23 SLAVE SYSTEM. 



41 



. tion imbibed violent prejudices against 
Southern character in general, are induced 
to visit the slave-holding states. Here 
they fall perhaps into the bosom of a pious, 
humane, and accomplished family, (and 
many such may be found in the .South,) 
where the slaves are treated with uniform 
kindness, and carefully instructed in the ■ 
principles of the gospel. They see no 
whips, chains, or manacles ; they hear no 
groans of oppression ; mutual offices of 
kindness and good will alone meet their 
eyes. Suddenly, their early prejudices 
give way, arid, as is natural to the human 
mind, they go to the opposite extreme. 
The medium through which they contem- 
plate slavery divests it, to their vision, 
of all its horrors ; and they write home to 
their friends at the North the most en- 
chanting accounts of the system. 

Another class of Northerners seem to 
delight in dwelling upon cases of extreme 
cruelty. One would think, to read their 
4 
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narratives, and hear their public ha- 
rangues, that every master is an inhuman 
monster, and every foot-step of the 'slave 
red with blood. Some of them are nar- 
row-minded and ignorant men, who sup- 
pose the North to be the only abode of vir- 
tue, and others are influenced by a natural 
propensity to go to extremes on every sub- 
ject. Now, the right way to determine the 
character of the slave system, is io consi- 
der its general tendencies. These are 
"only evil continually." In none of the 
slave-holding states do we see them fully 
developed. When the Genius of Slavery 
shall have lacerated the body of every 
colored man with stripes, and galled the 
feet of every colored man with fetters ; 
when it shall have despoiled him of his 
last remaining privilege, shut out the last 
lingering ray of heavenly light from his 
immortal mind, and sealed up his eyes in 
eternal night ; when it shall have seared 
the consciences of the masters, as with a 
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hoi iron, and spread indolence, licentious- 
ness, ignorance, and poverty, through the 
community; when it shall have deluged 
the slave-holding states with blood, and 
ended in extermination ; then, and not 
till then, will its malignant character 
be fully disclosed. May God, in his infi- 
nite mercy, prevent this awful disclosure, 
by pouring out upon all concerned in sus- 
taining this system the spirit of hearty 
repentance ! 

I have shown that the system of slavery 
is directly opposed to the fundamental law 
of love which God has given men, for the 
regulation of their conduct towards each 
other, and to the family relation as esta- 
blished by God himself; and that it is evil 
in all its tendencies. For each and all of 
these reasons it is sinful. 

I lay claim to no originality of argu- 
ment. I have said nothing but what such 
men as Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley, 
William Wilberforce, John Jay, and a host 
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more of philanthropists, have long since 
proved by unanswerable arguments. It 
"may be asked, " Why dwell so long; on 
the sinfulness of the slave "system, when it 
is so generally admitted ? " . I answer, 

1. Though the sinfulness of holding 
property in men is generally admitted at 
the North, in a general way, yet the rea- 
sons why it is sinful need to be specifically 
and distinctly stated, that the mouths of 
gainsayers may be stopped. 

2. At the present crisis, this is especially 
necessary, since the violent opposition of 
many to a class of men at the North, termed 
Abolitionists, is leading them, if I mistake 
not, to overlook the insufferable guilt of 
that system which these men are opposing. 

3. In no other way can a wholesome, 
powerful, permanent public sentiment in 
favor of the speedy removal of this guilty 
system be maintained in this nation. Let 
it not be said that the South will not 
regard the opinions of the North on this 
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subject. We are at present so divided 
and distracted by the violence of party 
spirit, that our Southern brethren hardly 
feel the power of our influence. Let the 
sentiments of the 'non-slaveholding states 
on this subject, be coolly, temperately, 
firmly, kindly, and unanimously expressed, 
and they will produce a slow but sure 
effect. United public sentiment, when 
based upon eternal truth, is omnipotent. 
So far as slavery exists under the autho- 
rity of the state legislatures, we have no 
right to use any other weapon—we will 
allot no other weapon to be used by our 
citizens-— we DESIRE no other weapon. 

The preceding arguments against the 
slave system , are based rather upon the 
general principles of the Bible than upon 
specific texts. I am aware that its advo- 
cates claim the authority of Scripture in its 
behalf. Because slavery existed and was 
tolerated in the days of the Hebrew patri- 
archs, they maintain that it may lawfully 
4* 
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exist at the present day. It is one of the 
most odious features of the modern system 
of slavery, that, instead of keeping pace 
with the progress of the world in know- 
ledge and improvement, it goes back into 
the ages of ignorance that are past, adopts 
their abuses, and then pleads them in its 
own justifications. What was the con- 
dition of the bondmen and bondmaids 
whom the Hebrews were allowed to buy of 
"the heathen round about them," and of 
" the strangers that sojourned among 
them," and to " take as an inheritance for 
their children after them," is a question 
worthy of examination. That it cor- 
responded entirely to the condition of our 
Southern slaves is not certain. But, how- 
ever it shall be decided, it will n n affect 
She scriptural argument against slavery. 
At that age of the world, practices existed 
which we know, from the infallible testi- 
mony of God, to have been in themselves 
wrongs but which God "winked at", for 
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a season, till he should have established 
certain fundamental truths of primary im- 
portance. Thus Moses allowed a man 
whose wife found no favor in his eyes, 
because he had found some uncleanness 
[nakedness of a thing, i. e. blemish] in her, 
to write her a bill of divorcement, and to 
send her out of his house. This practice, 
our Saviour expressly informs the Jews, 
Moses suffered by reason of the hardness 
of their hearts, and severely condemns it, 
except in a specified case. So also po- 
lygamy was tolerated in the ancient patri- 
archs and kings, and laws were enacted 
regulating the conduct of the man who 
had two wives (Deut. xxi. 15-17.). Yet 
to practise polygamy after the example of 
the Hebrew patriarchs would be sinful. 

The argument of Governor M'Duffie 
therefore, if it proves any thing, proves 
entirely too much for his purpose. " God 
forbid," he piously exclaims, " that my 
^descendants, in the remotest generations, 
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should live in. any other than a community 
having the institution of domestic slavery 
as it existed among the patriarchs of the 
primitive church, and in all the free states 
of antiquity." Surely this governor, who 
is so anxious to conform to the example of 
the ancient patriarchs, ought strenuously 
to recommend to his legislature the imme- 
diate passage of a law allowing the good 
citizens of South Carolina to have at least 
two wives apiece like Jacob, and to give 
these wives a bill of divorcement, and 
send them out of their houses, whenever 
they cease to find favor in their eyes, ac- 
cording to the practice of " the patriarchs 
of the primitive church." 

But farther : In the law of Moses we 
find the following permission : "Both thy 
bondmen and thy. bondmaids which thou 
shalt have shall be op the heathen 

THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT YOU J of them 

shall ye . buy bondmen and bondmaids. 
Moreover, of the children of the steak* 
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them shall ye buy, and of . their families 
that are with you, which they begat i;i 
your land : and they shall be your posses- 
sion. And ye shall take them as an in- 
heritance for your children after you, to 
inherit them for a possession : they shall 
be your bondmen for ever" (Lev. nxv. 
44-46.). Now, if every custom tolerated 
by God among the Hebrews may be law- 
fully imitated by the citizens of the United 
States, then have our Southern brethren a 
moral right to send out ships to the coast 
of Africa as our fathers did, that they may 
brins: home cargoes of these " heathen " 
purchased of the native chiefs, to be their 
" bondmen for ever ; " and to buy up the 
children of the Cherokees, and other 
" strangers that do sojourn among " 
them, as an inheritance for their children 
-°-fter them. The laws of the United States 
and of the nations of Europe, which de- 
nounce the foreign slave-trade as piratical, 
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being at war with the practice of ' : the 
patriarchs of the primitive church," ought, 
according- to this mode of reasoning, forth- 
. with to he repealed. 

With regard tc the example of our 
Saviour and his Apostles, it is sufficics*. io 
remark, that they no where countenanced 
the system of slavery, but simply pre- 
scribed rules for regulating the conduct of 
masters and servants. . This no rcore 
proves that they regarded the custom with 
approbation, than the fact that God pre- 
scribed rules for regulating the conduct of 
the man who had two wives proves that 
he approved of polygamy. The grand 
truth to be established at that day plainly 
was, the divine origin of the Christian 
religion. The practice of slavery was 
tolerated for a season, until, this religion 
having been firmly established, the proper 
time should come for bringing its benevo- 
lent principles to bear upon the system, 
and exterminating it from Christendom. 
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That this time has arrived, is evident 
from the fact that the great question of 
human rights is now, by the providence 
of God, brought so distinctly before the 
nations of the earth, that it is agitating 
them throughout the globe. In this mo- 
mentous discussion the United States 
have stood forth as the avowed cham- 
pions of liberty. We revolted from Great 
Britain upon the abstract question 
op human rights. We took up our arms 
and maintained an arduous and sangui- 
nary struggle for seven years against her 
fleets and armies, not because we were 
actually ground to the earth by oppression, 
but because we considered " taxation with- 
out representation" an intolerable griev- 
ance inevitably tending to oppression. 
The God of armies favored us, and we 
achieved our independence. From that 
day to this our halls of legislation have 
ceaselessly echoed with the sound of 
" Liberty and Equality ; " and yet vre 
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are holding more than two millions of men 
in a state; of the most absolute servitude, 
and a portion of them too under the autho- 
rity of the United States. . Under the very 
walls of our capitol, where the sacred ; 
charier of our nation, which proclaims 
that "all men are created free and 
EQ.UAL," is deposited, men are bought and 
sold like cattle, disturbing our eulogies 
of " Liberty and Equality " by the 
clanking of their chains. The nations of 
Europe laugh at our inconsistency, and 
well they may. Wave after wave of 
burning sarcasm and ridicule is rolling- in 
u^on us across the wide Atlantic, nor 
have we any barrier to protect ourselves 
against its scalding influence, for it is the 
sarcasm and ridicule of truth. " What is 
the difference," they ask, u in a moral point 
of view, between buying a gang of slaves 
in the District of Columbia from their 
owners, and buying a cargo of slaves on 
the coast of Africa from their owners 1 " It 
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■v/ilhiof avail us to get" angry at this t&imi- 
ing question. This will only increase thsir 
laughter. We" must repent. 

•When we consider thai men have plead- 
ed the authority of the Holy Scriptures as 
a warrant to burn men alive for heresy ; 
that the monarchs of Europe profess to 
derive their despotic powers inq mediately 
from God,' and call all resistance to their 
authority rebellion against heaven ; and 
that Satan himself quoted Scripture for the 
purpose of seducing our Saviour into sin ; 
we need « of wonder to find the advocates 
of slavery claiming the sanction of a su- 
premely benevolent God in favor ; of a 
supremely selfish -system, which autho- 
rises men to be bought and sold like cattle, 
which ,couienipiuously disregards the fa- 
mily relation which God himself has: esta- 
blished,' and which seals up from the poor 
slove the wqid of eternal life . which is 
able *s make him wise unto salvation. 
When God shall " call evil good and good 
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evil 5 " when' be shall ".put;- darkness • . for 
light aw! light for darkness,". " hi iter for 
sweat and sweet for bitter ; ". then, and not. 
' till then, will lie be fennel the patron of the 
American slave system. 



THE SYSTEM OF SLAVERY NGT TO' BIS 
IN ANY : WAY COUNTENANCED -.OB 
ABETTED. " ■.- li- " 

The system of slavery having been 
proved' by unanswerable arguments to be 
SINFUL, it follows that it is not lo.be ia 
any- way countenanced or abetted. Of the 
innumerable ways in which this may ba 
done, I shall mention but one, namely,. 
practising the System. . .'.'-. 
';, I wish -it to.be distinctly- rememberer! 
that the question now under consideration 
is net how the penitent slave-holder shall 
dispose of his staves ; whether he shall 
send mem to Liberia, or to the Northern 



States, or retain them on his plantation-: 
nor is the question, whether, in this latter 
-case, -he -shall immediately manumit them- 
in legal form, oi' shall remain for a limited 
period of time their legal master, while h& 
expressly renounces all right in them as 
property, and treats them accordingly ; in 
short, does all that lies in his power to place 
them in. the condition of freemen. On these 
points 1 intend to say a few words hereaf- 
ter.. : The simple proposition which I am 
at present raaiptaining is that it is unlaw- 
ful io practise the system of slavery. By 
practising, the system o f slavery, I mean 
usikg the civil rigid which the slave-laws 
confer to but, sell.akd'holo mits? AS 

CHATTELS PERSONAL. 

Thus to countenance and abet this un- 
righteous system by the most efficient of all 
mean's,- EXAMPLE, is in no case what- 
ever justifiable. ,/ /' 
: Does the slave-holder plead necessity ? 

He is under no necessity of using his 
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fellow-men as personal chattels. : The 
legislatures ; can never compel him to do 
this. They may, and do, interpose the 
most formidable obstacles in .the way of 
their emancipation. In many of the 
Southern States, for example, every slave . 
manumitted in. legal form, is required to 
leave the state, within a certain number 
of days, under penalty of being seized by 
the civil authorities and sold into boudage. 
In 'such a case the master has certainly 
full power, to say to his sla\3s, "I have 
no right in you or in any human beings 
as property : I will not sell you : I will 
not interfere with your domestic relations :. 
I will secure to you, in the best manner 
possible, a just compensation for your 
services : L will faithfully instruct you 
and your children in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ ; ,in short, I will, so far as lies in my 
power, treat you as freemen: if I do not 
immediately manumit you in legal form, 
it is because the laws, which I caandS 
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-contra?, have -made such a manumission 
mill and void, and I should thus throw 
you out of the pale of my protection with- 
out benefiting 1 you : I. do in this respect 
to you, as I would wish to have you, in 
like circumstances, do to me : but I will 
be your proprietor onk/';in name: you 
amy at all times come to sue for counsel 
-.sod direction as to a father." Let hint do 
this in the spirit of love ; and let him also, 
in a firm, temperate, dignified, and consti- 
tutional manner, exert his influence in the 
planner which he shall conscientiously 
Shink wisest and best to induce his fellow- 
citizens totally to abolish the whole sys- 
tem, and he has in the spirit of the divine 
command, "broken the'yoke, and let the 
oppressed go free." He is not considered 
by the community as countenancing or 
upholding, the system. Thus much is 
clearly the immediate duty of every mas- 
•isr." Ulterior duties will be determined by 

-circumstances.! it is of vast importance 

5* * 
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thai he should not only cease himself to 
hold property in his slaves, but that ha 
should place them and their posterity 
beyond the power of his heirs, making 
them freemen not only de facto but also 
de jure; and he ought to omit no effort 
for the accomplishment of this desirable 
object 

Does the, slave-holder plead his person- 
al kifidness to his slaves ? 

No personal kindness towards the small 
number under his immediate control can 
justify him in sustaining, by his example, 
a system fraught with injustice, oppression, 
and. ciuelty towards the entire ^colored 
population of the United States. He may 
comfortably clothe and feed his slaves] 
he may not tax them with labor beyond 
their strength ; he may banish from his 
plantation the brutal practice of flogging; 
he may provide for their religious instruc- 
tion ;—but so long as he continues to act* 
in the face of the community, upon, the; 
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fundamental principle of slavery,, which - 
is that men may be converted into pro-' 
perty and used as such, he is upholding 
the system with all its tremendous evils, 
however kindly he may treat hi« own 
slaves. He is guilty, not for his kindness 
to- them, but. for countenancing and sup- 
porting an unkind system which is crush- 
ing the colored man to the earth. He 
may make a temperate use of the absolute 
and irresponsible power pf the masters, 
but others /will certainly abuse it. It 
'ought/not to be possessed by any man 
living, and it is his duty, by his example, 
to say so. All attempts to sanctify the 
system of slavery by private benevolence 
•towards the slaves are preposterous. As 
well might one attempt to sanctify the 
business bf gambling, or selling ardent 
spirits. 

Here sufiei me to remark that the 
efforts of benevolent men 'to remove from 
our nation this fearful evil, ought to be 
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direct not principally against the abuses 
of the slave system, but against the slave 
system -itself j the source of these abuses. 
The cause of emancipation is to be pro- 
moted upon the same principle as the 
cause of temperance, or the cause of reli- 
gion generally. Were the advocates of 
temperance to aim their blows at drunken-: 
ness instead of moderate drinking^ the 
fountain of drunkenness-, what would they 
accomplish? Or, were the ministers of 
the gospel to be incessantly preaching 
against murder, theft, piracy, and the like, 
instead of laboring to reform men's unholy 
hearts whence all these bitter streams 
proceedj whom would they. convert?. Put 
a stDp: to moderate drinking, and drunk- 
enness will cease of; course. Sanctify 
jaen's hearts, and their external actions 
will, be right. So convince the slave* 
holder that the principle of holding pro- 
perty in man is essentially injurious to the 
best interests of society, and, therefore sib* 
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fvd ; and induce him, upon conscientious, 
grounds, to abandon it, and his reforma- 
tion (so far as this one sin is concerned) 
is thorough. Whereas, if we level our 
artillery mainly at the revolting abuses of 
slavery, he can easily evade its power by 
personal kindness to his slaves. . '.. 

To send pamphlets, then, from the 
North -to the South, embellished with 
cuts representing the planter, with his 
broad-brimmed hat, in, the act of flogging 
his bleeding and manacled slaves, and 
abounding-, with anecdotes of extreme 
'cruelty,-— is" to commit a manifold error; 

It is an error in judgment ; for it infalli- 
bly secures their rejection without a read- 
ing. ■ ■ " \ 
• It is an error in ethics ; for it is not in 
accordance with the principles of the gos- 
pel that the truth should be ingeniously 
dressed, in the most revolting form possi- 
ble, where there is already an almost insur- 
mountable mass of prejudice to be encoun- 
tered. 



It is -ais e r w in logic ; for' such appeals 
do not seriously disturb the conscience of 
thfi lm mane planter, which it is most 
important to reach. . ' 

Pamphlets in this stylo may have an- 
swered ve$y Well in England where the 
object- was to induce a ndn-siavehold- 
ing population to legislate on the sub- 
ject for a idistant province; but they 
are entirely out of place here. T!ie 
masters to whom these publications are 
sent, hold in their own hands, by the 
admission of allj the exclusive power of 
aholishi tig slavery : they are * morbidly 
jealous of foreign in$uence,f and the 
truth respecting, the slave system, how- 
ever kindly told, will be extremely unpa» 
latable to the majority of them. In sweh 
ckcuraistancGs it is the dictate of wisdom, 
of religion, and of sober reason to present 
it,., not in the* most revolting, but in the 
m st conciliating manner possible. 

Does the slave Lolder plead that his 
slaves are not jit for liberty? 
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What does he iinderstand by conferring 
liberty upon his slave? Turning him 
foese at pace upon satiety, txr.d bidding 
Mm take care of himself? No. man 
can relieve this to be his duty. Let iiimj 
renounce all right of properly ' iayjiji. 
slaves, and treat ihem accordingly^ ^i^n 
foe cara employ them on his pfejjrfdTi^s ^5j 
before ; he can exercise a paren^I sup^j- 
visiou over, them ; and in, f he ;?iiean . time . 
he can qualify !hem -for 6ej%o?ernment 
as last as possible. If hi the jirogeeuiioii 
of this benevolent work ihe legislatsjres 
(thai is, the majority of the slave-holders 
acting through their authorized agents) 
throw obstructions m his way, he is 
guiltless. . V -'„.,'■■ 

Does the slave-holder plead that his 
slaves are better eff ' than ike free colored 
people ? , : 

. This plea is, in the first place, false* the 
slave-holders themselves being judges. 
They have provided by law for the mami- 
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' ■ ' .-missiqn pi &$&$t : w$&: :Mm[Q^mfoimei 
'". <• important services-la ih^a^ 
'•• ik&arQ-.'olf merit tffui^ 
cfoctrine ! ' • '• -'^^>\ : :g{- *%r^- ' Y \ ', , 
•• Th is plea would is'of,^k;.tK8 : $.eeoad^ 
- . -'avail the ', slave^Mdf -ilioifgh • 'ij&HrrjiiJi 
were admitted. ; For it ii r the- tysfem'-jf 
slavery which has reduced the free blacks 
to their present degraded condition ; and 
hs is-Got at liberty to plead the evil come- 
Queilces of an unjust course of conduct 
as an excuse for its continuance. '. 

Does the slave-holder plead that he 
disapproves of the system of slavery m 
ike abstract ? 

What is the system of slavery in the- 
abstract^ It is the system, existing only ; 
■in theory: for, wherever it actually exists, 
it is (to b jrrow the language of gramma- 
rians) not an abstract but a concrete 
• ,,,thing.* 7,t has not a theoretical and gene- 
; ral, p but a real and particular existence. 
Now. who is not opposed,to all sin in ths 
abstract? 
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But perhaps the . slave-holder means 
, that, althonglrhe acknowledges ihe gene* 
ral sys$em : 'i® be wrong, yet he is com- 
pelled, in his particular circumstances, 
to practise if. This plea of necessity has 
been considered above. 

Does Ihe slave-holder plead that ihe 
. Bible sanctions ihe holding of men in 
slavery ? 

This plea has already been answered. 
' Does the slave-holder plead that great 
and goad men have hy their example 
sanctioned this system without either 
remorse of conscience or censure of men? 

True. So also in olden times, great 
and good men, by their example, sanc- 
tioned polygamy, without eiiher remorse 
of conscience or censure of men; and, in 
modern times, great and good men have, 
by their example, sanctioned the manufac- 
ture, sale, aud use of ardent spirits, wiih- 
out eiiher remorse of conscience c. cen- 
sure of men. " The times of this igno- 
' 8 
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ranee Gcd winked at, bat now ccnaisand- 
etiiall men e^ery where sa repent for on 
all. these subjects "the darkness is past, 
asd She trae light, now shineih/ 5 

Does lha sLave-hoide? plead that he is 
mi the GOEihor of the system, hut thai it 
has hesn mi&Isd upon himself and his 
f^lma-citizms hy involuntary inherit- 

This is certainly a palliating" circum- 
stance. The sons of New England who 
migrate- to the Sonth- and basely aposta- 
tize 1 frem tee principles of their forefathers 
by becoming siaTe-hoIdera, are far more 
guilty in the sight of God than the native 
d&sens of the Southern States. Still the 
msX that they did. net invent the system, 
feci received it 'from their fathers, will not 
jsaJiry thesa in perpetuating it ; otherwise 
shs:*; is m end ta all reformations and 
fmpTo^tneniS in society. 

Does slave-holder plead that £is 
Musses (srs his i&wful property ?■ 
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Let us examine the validity of his title. 
The authority under which he holds pro- 
perty in his fellow-men, is simply the 
slave-laws of. the state in which he and 
they reside. These laws have been 
demonstrated to be contrary to God's law. 
They are therefore null and void in 
the court of heaven, and all titles derived 
from them are equally null and void. 
God alone is the proprietor of men. They 
are his property and his only. The 
mortal who presumes to appropriate this 
property of Jehovah to himself, and to 
make merchandise of it for his own con- 
venience, is embezzling the treasures of 
heaven, and will assuredly find his title to 
them set aside at the righteous tribunal of 
the universe. It is vain for him to plead 
that he found this property in the hands 
of a fellow-mortal, and paid him an equi- 
valent for it. He knows that it belongs 
to God. and he ougUt either never to 
have received it, or immediately to return 
it to the right owner. 
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Slave-holders cannot justly demand an 
equivalent for restoring to their slaves 
their unalienable rights. This is nothing 
more than their duly, and .no man can 
ask pay for doing his duty. The sacri- 
fice may be in particular instances great. 
It will require the exercise of an heroic 
and generous spirit of self-denial and 
benevolence, comporting well with the 
generous and chivalrous character of the 
South. Our Saviour has expressly pro- 
vided for such exigencies. " If thy right 
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee ; for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body should be cast 
into hell." The general doctrine here 
inculcated is that if men would enter 
heaven, they must make -any and every 
• sacrifice of their private interests ivhich 
duly requires. 

The renunciation on the part of slave- 
holders of all property in their slaves, 
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does not, however^ necessarily imply the 
total loss of all their services. Provided 
the manumitted slaves be still employed 
on the plantations as free laborers under 
such restraints as the legislatures, may 
deem necessary for the welfare of the 
community, the arrangement would pro- 
bably be'attended with temporary loss to 
individuals, but certainly with ultimate 
gain to the people at large. The slaves 
held as property in the United States are 
valued, I believe, at upwards of eight 
hundred millions of dollars. We are 
grayely asked, " Do you expect the South- 
em Spates $o sacrifice eight hundred mil- 
lions of dollars?" By no means. Not 
unless the slaves are all to be colonized. 
-Then thb sacrifice must somewhere be 
made, either, by the slave-holders them- 
selves, or by their non-slaveholding breth- 
ren, or by both. But, if they are retained 
in the country, it is not necessary. Uni- 
versal experience has demonstrated that 
6* 
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free labor is more profitable to the commu- 
nity than slave labor. Were the South- 
ern States to substitute the former for the 
latter, they would eventually be gainers 
by the change. 

According to the slave system the mas- 
ter furnishes his laborer With food, 
clothing, lodgings, and implements of 
every kind : in sickness, infancy, and old 
age he must be at charges for their main- 
tenance without receiving any equivalent. 
The slaves; moreover, knowing that the 
avails of their industry belong wholly to 
their master, have, as a general fact, no 
motive to exert themselves except the fear 
of punishment. Hence, by the concession 
of all, the amount of labor performed by a 
given number of slaves, taken indiscrimi- 
nately, is much less than the amount per- 
formed by the same number of free labor- 
ers. The latter, it is true, receive wages ; 
but, on the other hand, they furnish them- 
selves, and, besides, take care of their own 
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sick and infirm. Free labor will always 
be 'found,-. for these reasons, more profita- 
ble in the long run than that of slaves. 

To bring the former system into com- 
plete operation where the latter has long 
prevailed, must necessarily be a work of 
time and labor. Ignorant and unaccus- 
tomed from childhood to provide for them- 
selves, the slaves cannot be in a moment 
qualified for this work. The bare act of 
manumitting them will not thus qualify 
them. Yet this is no reason why the 
Southern States should not immediately 
begin in good earnest to effect the change, 
(provided the manumitted slaves are to 
remain at home, a question to. be here- 
after considered,) by abolishing, all , right 
of property in man, and suppressing 
the traffic in human flesh in every 
shape— by repealing all laws whose 
object is to impede the mental improve- 
ment of the slaves, and enacting laws ©f 
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•an opposite character—by conferring upon 
them the right of trial by jury— -and by 
securing to them, in some method, a just 
compensation for their services. It might, 
and doubtless would, be necessary that 
the masters should act for a period of time 
as guardians and conservators of their 
former slaves, a power for which the 
legislatures could easily provide. If it 
he replied that such a power might be 
abused to cruelty and injustice as well as 
the power of a slave-holder, I answer, To 
some extents it certainly could. No 
method of manumission can be devised 
that is free from all objections. The best 
ought to be selected by our Southern 
brethren, to whom belongs both the legal 
right and the responsibility of break- 
ing the yoke, and letting the oppressed 
go free. 

What has now been said respecting the 
4uty of private slave-holders, applies 
with full force to the legislatures of the 
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Southern States, for they are nothing als© 
but the slave-holders acting through their 
accredited agents. 

We are now able, I trust, satisfactorily 
to answer the question so often asked : 
(( What is the immediate duty of slave- 
holders?" It is the duty of all who have 
in practice countenanced, abetted, and 
upheld the system of slavery, whether as 
private individuals or as legislatures, im- 
mediately to repent, and then to ^ bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance,", as fast as 
is in- the nature of things possible. All 
these fruits cannot be instantly exhi- 
bited. They must be developed, some 
immediately, and some gradually, 
according to circumstances. All are under 
immediate obligation to give up all property 
in their fellow-men, that is, to renounce 
for "ever the right of buying, selling, hold- 
ing, and using them as personal chattels. 
All are under immediate obligation to re- 
store to their slaves the privileges of free- 
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ssssi,so far as is ii> present circumstances 
practicable. All are under immediate ob- 
ligation to exert their influence for the en- 
tire abolition of the system of slavery in 
the manner which they shall, after prayer- 
fill and honest inquiry, judge wisest and 
best for all parties concerned. That all 
are under immediate obligation to manu- 
mit their slaves in legal form, cannot, in 
my opinion, fee maintained. Of what vplue 
can free papers be to a slave, where the 
laws refuse to recognise him as free ? 
where they assume the right, notwith- 
standing these papers, of seizing, knd sell- 
ing him into remediless bondage ? True, ? 
these iniquitous laws are perpetuated by 
the majority of the slave-holders. True, 
the master who cordially loves, and stre- 
nuously supports them, may plead them in 
self-justification, while he proifoses his 
vehement abhorrence of slavery in the ab- 
stract. Yet it is also true that the con- 
scientious master, who abhors the whole 
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system, finds them a serious obstruction to 
his benevolent designs. Now, if we in? 
discriminately denounce all that sustain 
towards any of their fellow-men the legal 
relation of masters, whatever may be the 
obstacles thrown hy others in the way of 
the legal dissolution of this relation, 
the slave-holder in heart will easily detect 
the fallacy of our arguments, and by occu- 
pying himself in their refutation, will di- 
vert his mind from his own personal guilt ; 
while the honest and conscientious planter, 
who sincerely desires to learn and do his 
duty, finding himself unjustly accused, 
will be in danger of being alienated, em- 
bittered, and driven from us. 

Whatever specific course is marked out 
for the slave-holder, he can, if he chooses, 
easily jevade his duty. Let a spirit of 
hearty repentance and sincere benevo- 
lence animate the Southern States, and lei 
them, under the influence of this spirit, 
address themselves in earnest to the work 



of •removing' from their midst this enor- 
mous evil s and we may safely intrust to 
their judgment the details of emancipa- 
tion. With them resides the sole power, 
and upon them rests the obligation, to 
legislate on this subject. 

XJLTERIOR DUTIES OF SLAVE-HOLDERS. 

I have shown that the system of slavery 
is sinful, and, therefore, not to be in any 
wav countenanced or abetted. How the 
slave popalation is to be disposed of, is a 
separate question, and one of momentous 
interest to the United States. Slaves are 
not puncheons of ram, or barrels of ale, 
that cm be emptied into the streets at any 
moment, with no injury to any bpt their 
owners. Neither is the system of slavery 
a distillery or a brewery that can be pulled 
down, or converted to some other purpose 
at pleasure. The parallel, then, between 
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the slave system and the traffic in ardent 
spirits ought not to be pressed top far. Al- 
cohol is matter, not mind : ii can claim no 
rights nor privileges ; it is indeed a " nui- 
sance," which ought to be immediately 
abated. But slaves are immortal minds, 
having interests temporal and eternal. 
They have a right to live, and, unless ex- 
terminated, will live, and increase, and 
multiply, to the end of time. How, then, 
shall they be disposed of? Shall they be 
colonized. ih Africa, or elsewhere or shall 
they.be retained on their native soil as free 
laborers under suitable restraints 1 I he- 
sitate not to affirm that the principle upon 
which these questions are to be answered 
•is expediency, understanding by expedi- 
ency not that which subserves men's pre- 
judices . and selfish interests, but that 
which promotes the best welfare of the 
community. Where God has expressly 
legislated, we have but one, course to pur 
sue ; where he has only laid down genera! 
7 
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xsdjELSSf-kS; a caretal consideration of pro- 
*®K5 rssolis r.eecmes our role of duty. 
Ssch is clearly the present case. The 
t?roa& and glorious principles of God's 
Ifoid decide that tfaa whole system of 
slaTcry is sinful; and ought to be abolished. 
Tbrr decide, also, thai it ought to be abo- 
lished in such a vs-ay as shall be most con- 
dn-riTe to the welfare of ail paTiies concern- 
ed- What that way is, they do not decide. 
I* is left to the judgment of onr Southern 
Srethzen. Inasmuch as ^re have been 
called ntxsn to aid in one specific "xay t it is 
neither im"oertinence nor officious inter- 
mcddnng- in ns, to attempt to decide these 
qnestions for omselTss, Into the details of 
esian-eipat^'on. ~wz do not msk to enter. 
These tfs cheerfully leare where they 
-rrrrrf.f\^ belong If it can be cleablt 
out that the emancipation of the 
slaYes at home upon any plan that miuld 
secure the accomplishment of the work in 
a definite aiid reasonably limited period of 



SLAVE-HOLDERS. 



79 



tirse would prove the inevitable destruc- 
tion of both masters and slaves, or of ei- 
ther party ; then they ought to be comfort- 
ably provided for in. Africa, or elsewhere, 
at whatever expense ; and we ought to be 
willing, as philanthropists, as Christians, 
and as citizens of the United States, to bear 
our share of the burden. But, unless this 
position can be sustained by solid argu- 
ments, we ought conscientiously to with? 
hold our countenance and support from a 
scheme which can never become practica- 
ble except under the pressure of extreme 
necessity, which involves a vast expendi- 
ture of labor and treasure, and which ex- 
poses more than two millions of colored 
men to all the hardships and perils of emi- 
gration across the wide Atlantic, from a 
temperate to a tropical climate, and from 
a civilized land to a land of hostile and 
treacherous barbarians. We may, in this 
. latter case, patronise colonization for other 
reasons, but not as the remedy for slavery. 
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Justice and candor require me to state 
thai many of the most strenuous advo- 
cates of colonization (I may say all sober- 
minded men, at least at the North) «onsi- 
der the scheme of transporting the entire 
mass of our colored population to Africa, 
as a wild and visionary project. They 
advocate the scheme principally on the 
ground of its beneficial influence upon 
Africa itself, and also of its salutary reac- 
tion upon the United States. 

Neither ought we, in any case, to patron- 
ise this scheme, for the purpose of reliev- 
ing our Southern brethren from the pres- 
sure of their surplus slave population, so 
that they shall thus be helped to defer re- 
pentance. Neither ought we, in my opi- 
nion, to advocate it for the purpose of ena- 
bling conscientious slave-holders to get rid 
of their slaves, unless we intend to carry 
ii through as an effectual remedy for the 
evil. If the ultimate resort must be eman- „ 
cipation of the slaves on their native soil, 
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the sooner the South sees and feels this 
truth, the better. Let not the pious mas- 
ter, by his example, assist his fellow-citi- 
zens in keepings-it out of sight. If he is 
disposed to send to Liberia a selection of 
the most virtuous and intelligent among 
his slaves, for the avowed purpose of aid- 
ing the colony, well and good. But let 
him not encourage the delusive idea that 
the slaves cannot be safely manumitted at 
home. He is under no necessity of sin- 
ning. If the laws forbid him to liberate 
his slaves in' legal form, and provide for 
reducing them again, when thus liberated, 
into bondage, let him treat them as free- 
men, so far as lies in his power, and then 
exert his influence firmly, temperately, 
prayerfully, and perseveringly, for the ulti- 
mate abolition of the whole system. We 
ought either to take up the plan of coloni- 
zation for the avowed purpose of removing 
. from our nation the colored people, (or at 
least the great mass of them,) and to make 
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thorough work of it, or we ought publicly, 
totally, and for ever to divorce it from the 
question 'of abolition, and honestly say to 
our Southern brethren, " your ultimate re- 
sort must be home manumission." Then 
vre may, if we please, patronise coloniza- 
tion upon the ground of its beneficial in- 
fluence upon Africa, and, perhaps, the 
reaction of that influence upon the United 
States. : 

The question then to be decided is sim- 
ply this : Cannot the slaves be safely 
manumitted at home ? If not, then let 
its make a united effort at colonization. 
If they can, then let us rest the claims of 
the Colonization Society simply on its 
beneficial influence upon Africa; or, if 
any ehoose, upon this and the reaction of 
this influence upon the United States. 

Cannot, the slaves be safely manumit- 
ted on their native soil ? The assertion 
■•has- been incessantly made at the South, 
and re-echoed at the North, that such a 
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measure would inevitably result in mas- 
sacres, bloodshed, and extermination. The 
proof of this assertion has been repeatedly 
demanded, but has never yet been furnish- 
ed ; unless confident assertions, uns.ustain- 
ed either by the character of God's govern- 
ment, the constitution of the human mind, 
or the universal experience of mankind, 
are proofs. Why should the substitution 
of the system of free for that of slave labor 
(by the masters themselves, be it remem- 
bered, and not by a foreign power) be fol- 
lowed by such disastrous consequences ? 
The masters are not asked suddenly to 
release their slaves from all restraint ; to 
turn Ihem loose at once upon society to 
wander in lawless hordes over the country, 
plundering, pilfering, and murdering in 
their course. Interested demagogues have 
found it convenient to ascribe this mad 
scheme to prominent anti-slavery men, 
and then to get up a great excitement in 
opposing it. But not a solitary man at 
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the North who possesses a particle of good 
sense or information, ever dreamed of 
abolishing slavery in this way. The 
manumitted slaves need not leave the 
plantations of their former masters. If 
humanely treated, what reason is there to 
suppose that they would be disposed so to 
do? Ignorant and helpless as they are 
universally admitted to be, could they not 
be made to understand, with the help of a 
little kind explanation, the necessity of 
remaining under the guardianship of 
those who had been their masters ? At 
all events the legislatures might im- 
pose UPON THEM WHAT RESTRAINTS THEY 

deemed necessary. . They might even 
require them to remain for a limited period 
of time on the plantations of their former 
proprietors, and in. the meantime they 
might qualify them by a benevolent course 
of education for farther privileges. Re- 
straint, be it remembered, is not slavery. 
Slavery is the condition of slaves ; and 
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slaves are human beings " deemed, taken, 
reputed,, and adjudged to be chattels ■ .per- 
sonal, in the hands of their masters and 
possessors, to all intents and pui poses 
whatsoever." To be in this condition is 
to be in slavery, not to be under whole- 
some restraint. 

The manumission which we at the 
North advocate, is a voluntary manumis- 
sion on the part of the masters. A class 
of men among us have been loudly ac- 
cused of wishing to interfere with the rights 
of the masters, by effecting the abolition of 
slavery without their consent. How they 
would set about the accomplishment of 
such, a preposterous and unconstitutional 
scheme it is difficult to conceive. We 
may safely affirm that the most ardent and. 
sanguine among them never entertained 
even a distant idea of this quixotic enter- 
prise. The United States cannot consti- 
tutionally legislate on this subject except 
for the District of Columbia. But were it 
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in their power to wrest the slaves out of 
the .hands of the masters without their 
consent, disastrous consequences might 
then reasonably be expected to follow. In 
this case we might expect scenes of blood- 
shed and extermination, caused not by the 
genius of voluntary emancipation, but 
by the genius of slavery, arraying itself 
against the liberty of its subjects. All ar- 
guments against the safety of home aboli- 
tion drawn from the evil results, real or 
pretended, of compulsory emancipation, 
(as in the British West India Isles,) are, 
therefore, utterly fallacious when applied 
to the United States. The question is hot 
what would be the consequences were the 
slaves wrested by main force from the 
hands of their masters, but what would be 
the consequences were these masters, by 
their own voluntary act, to liberate their 
slaves. 

Why should scenes of bloodshed follow ? 
Were our Southern brethren willing this 
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day to abolish their slave-laws, and to 
substitute in their place wholesome and 
•equitable laws for the regulation and go- 
vernment of the colored people, what 
mighty convulsion would be the result? 
The Word of God, the constitution of hu- 
man nature, and the experience of all ages, 
testify, that to treat men with justice nnd 
benevolence is not the way to excite them 
to deeds of blood. The awful scenes of 
St. Domingo, be it remembered, were not 
the result of a voluntary act on the pari of 
the masters manumitting their slaves. If 
there is a fanatical doctrine any where on 
this globe, it is the doctrine that by deny- 
ing to the slaves their unalienable rights 
they can be prevented from cutting their 
masters' throats. 

The system of slavery has been com- 
pared to a dam built across a river, which 
has caused the meadows above to be over- 
flowed. It is admitted that this dam is a 
nuisance which ought to be abated, but 
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not too suddenly, lest the rash of waters 
should also injure the meadows lying be- 
low. If this comparison is designed to 
illustrate the folly of carrying out abstract 
principles of justice without regard to con- 
sequences, it certainly holds good. The 
dam ought not to be demolished sc sud- 
denly as to inundate the meadows below. 
But, if the object of the similitude is to 
prove that the slaves could not this day be 
safely emancipated, were the masters dis- 
posed to set them free, it is defective ; for 
it has not yet been shown that were the 
dam broken down at once in the middle to 
its foundations, the waters toould overflow 
their hanks so as to do serious injury. 

The comparison may be, in m\ judg 
ment, materially amended thus : 

The slave system is a huge dam thrown 
across a broad and deep river for the pri- 
vate advantage of its proprietors. It is 
composed of enormous blocks of hewn 
granite, fastened together with massive 
iron bolts. The waters, impeded in their 
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natural course, have already overflowed 
many thousands of acres of their neighbors' 
land, and are rapidly setting back into the 
neighboring villages. The inhabitants 
remonstrate with the builders. They 
reply, " We admit that this dam is a great 
evil, abstractly considered ; yet, if we were 
instantly to demolish it, it would ruin every 
plantation for twenty miles below." Mean- 
time they keep at work making it longer 
and broader and higher. Might not their 
neighbors living above justly reply :' We 
ask you first to stop building ; then to go 
to work in good earnest in the centre of 
the channel, and demolish it as fast as you 
can : were it so weak as to be in danger of 
being suddenly carried away by the pres- 
sure of water above upon the removal of a 
few props, we would then say: Take care; 
don't go too fast. But now we say : You 
are in no danger of precipitancy ; go to 
work with all your might, for you have an 
herculean task before you." 
8 
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MSN. 

These are the following : 

1. To gain accurais information on 
the sulject 

The question of slavery is one of com- 
mon concern to the citizens of this repub- 
lic The United States are "many mem- 
bers, yet but one body." They are so 
compacted together by their constitution; 
and by their natural relations to each 
other, that, "if one member suffers, ail 
the members suffer with i- ; or, if one 
member is honored, all the members 
rejoice -with it" It is not impertinence 
nor officious intermeddling in us to inves~ 
tigate this question for ourselves. In so 
doing 1 we must be careful to draw our 
information from authentic sources. If 
■sre rely on the ex parte statements of 
interested witnesses, we shall be certainly 
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misled; for in questions of this nature 
nothing is easier than to utter falsehood 
by speaking the truth. 

One man goes into the plantation of 
a pious and humane planter, who treats 
his slaves with parental kindness, and 
faithfully instructs them in the doctrines 
and duties of revelation. Forthwith he 
sits down and presents us with a glowing 
portraiture of Southern Slavery, drawn 
exclusively from the materials which sur- 
round him, and well set off with bitter 
invectives against Northern fanatics and 
incendiaries, in which he is sure to betray 
his ignorance of their real motives, designs, 
and actions. 

Another is brought into contact with 
masters of a different character. He sees 
slaves of both sexes, in the presence of a 
promiscuous crowd, laid prostrate on the 
earth, their hands and their feet bound 
with cords, their backs bared to the lash, 
their flesh quivering and bleeding at every 



92 DUTIES ANO RIGHTS 

stroke, and all this at the caprice of an 
irresponsible individual. His blood boils 
within him, as well it may, at this dis- 
gusting scene of brutality ; and straight- 
way he sends on to the North his por- 
traiture of /Southern Slavery, where it is 
exhibited to the public as a precious 
jewel of truth, plentifully ornamented with 
hard names, like a gold ring set with dia- 
monds. One-sided views of slavery of 
each of the above characters have been 
published in our journals usque ad nau- 
seam. 

If we are to adopt this method of inves- 
tigation, there is an end to all certainty. 
The whole question of slavery becomes 
a perfect chaos " without form and void " 
enveloped in midnight darkness. The 
man who would arrive at correct conclu- 
sions himself, or guide others to correct 
conclusions, must take a different course. 
He must examine the system of slavery 
in its various tendencies, as they are actu- 
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ally developed at the South, and likely to 
be farther developed. He has certainly a 
right to exhibit instances of extreme cru- 
elty as illustrations of one of its obvious 
tendencies. He has a right to inquire, 
and to ascertain if he can, how far the 
masters abuse the enormous legal powers 
which the slave-laws confer udoii them; 
and to state the Jesuits of his investiga- 
tions. This will require great candor, 
.and extensive personal observation. If 
lie errs at all, he ought certainly to err on 
the side of charity, instead of stretching 
the truth respecting the cruelty of slave- 
holders to its utmost limits. 

2. To diffuse this information through 
the community. 

This may be done by private and social 
intercourse, by epistolary correspondence, 
by the circulation of " writings containing 
temperate and judicious discussions," and 
by public debates and addresses. The 
light of free inquiry is the inheritance of 

8* 
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every American citizen. He is at perfect 
liberty to discuss whatever subject he 
chooses in a peaceable .manner, without 
asking leave of any. Nor can he forfeit 
this invaluable right by his imprudence 
or intemperate zeal. If he slanders his 
neighbor, the law provides a remedy lor 
the injured party, while it secures his 
future freedom of discussion unimpaired. 
Who does not know that the pretext 
which tyrants have always made use of 
for muszling the press is its " seditious 
and incendiary character"? As Ameri- 
can citizens, then, we are solemnly bound 
to guard against all encroachments upon 
this inestimable right, under whatever 
pretext. 

But we have special claims to the pri- 
vilege of discussing the question of Ame- 
rican slavery. The case stands thus ; 

Our Southern brethren declare a por- 
tion of their fellow-men to be " chattels 
personal in the hands of their masters and 
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possessors to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever." 

They authorize their masters to sepa- 
rate for ever husband and wife, parent and 
child, whenever it suits their convenience. 

They deny them the privilege of being- 
parties to a judicial tribunal in any species 
of action against their masters, how atro- 
cious soever the injuries they may have 
received from them. 

They authorize their masters to supply 
them with such food and raiment only, 
both as to quantity and quality, as they 
shall think proper or find con lenient. 

They deprive them of all rights to hold 
property. " A slave can do nothing, pos- 
sess nothing," (not even his wife and 
children.) "but which must belong, in 
point of law, to his master." 

They authorize their masters to sell, 
mortgage, or lease them at pleasure. 

They authorize them to be sold by pro- 
cess of law for the satisfaction of the. 
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debts of their masters living or deceased, 
at the suit of creditors. 

They authorize their masters to intrust 
all these despotic powers to any agent or 
agents whom they may choose to appoint; 

They forbid their masters to manumit 
them, except in certain special cases, which 
must, in the nature of things, be of rare 
occurrence. 

They deprive them of the right of trial 
by jury. 

They seal up God's, Holy Bible, by 
forbidding, under heavy penalties, their 
being taught to read. 

All these accumulated injuries they 
make their innocent offspring heirs tcv 
" for ever hereafter." 

And when these injured men, whom 
God created " free and equal," e&eape from 
under the oppressive weight of these un- 
righteous laws into the Northern States, 
they call upon us to deliver them tip 
again into a system of bondage which we 
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utterly loathe and abhor j and our magis- 
trates are solemnly bou»d by their oatli 
of office to comply with the demand ! 

Moreover, if these slaves should rise up 
in rebellion against their oppressors,* we 
are bound by the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States to spill our blood, and expend 
our treasures, in assisting their masters to 
regain their dominion over them : — yes, 
we are bound to hazard our fortunes and 
our lives in sustaining a system which 
authorizes men to be bought and sold 
like horses and mules, and which forbids 
them to read God's Holy Word ! ! 

These are the demands of our {Southern 
brethren. They claim our co-operation, 
according to the constitution of the United 
States, in sustaining this system of oppres- 
sion even unto blood ; and when we 
attempt to remonstrate with them, they 



. * In the event of a foreign war, such an insurrection ia 
highly probable, especially should it be encouraged by 
the enemy. 
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turn and say, "This is a delicate ques- 
tion : it belongs to us alone : you have no 
right' to meddle with it: as sure as yon 
do, the Union will be dissolved : fanatics, 
beware" ! ! ! 

Northern men understand their rights 
on this subject, and they are unalterably 
determined to maintain them. 

3. To " ahrb to convince our fellGip* 
citizens" in the Mouth "by arguments 
addressed to their understandings and 
consciences, that slave-holding is a hein- 
ous sin in the sight of God; and that 
the duty , safety, and interests of all con- 
cerned, require " that the whole system 
should be abolished, without expatriation, 
in the speediest and best manner pos- 
sible. 

" Arguments addressed to the under- 
standings and consciences of men" (the 
only weapons which we at the North 
have a right to use) are no interfercncs 
with their <: exclusive rights ; " otherwise 
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it is high time for us to put a stop by legis- 
lative enactments to the discussion of the 
temperance question in every shape ; since 
the manufacturers, venders, and consum- 
ers of ardent spirits hold in their own 
hands the "exclusive right/' so far as man 
is concerned, to cease from these prac- 
tices. If anti-slavery men at the North 
have assailed their slave-holding breth- 
ren in the South with uncourteous, un- 
christian, and slanderous language, let 
them be rebuked for this sin ; but let not 
the ridiculous charge of attempting to 
legislate for the South, or to interfere 
with their " domestic policy," be preferred 
against them. 

In the present excited state of the com- 
munity it seems to be almost impossible to 
maintain a free intercourse with the South 
on this momentous question. I hope, for 
the honor of human nature and for the 
welfare of our nation, that it will not 
always be so ; but that both parties, layin^ 
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aside all opprobrious epithets, v/ill come 
to the consideration of the subject with 
manly dignity, courage, candor, and bene- 
volence ; remembering that they are acting 
for generations of unborn millions. Such 
a kind, free, and Christian interchange of 
feelings and views on this solemn ques- 
tion, is a " consummation " of moral influ- 
ence "devoutly to be wished for." 

MANNER IN WHICH THE QUESTION 
SHOULD BE DISCUSSED. 

This is of immense importance. If 
there is on the face of the globe a difficult 
and delicate question, demanding thp ut- 
most wisdom, prudence, and firmness on 
the part of those who discuss it, this is 
that question. It involves immense inte- 
rests, highly excited feelings, and invete- 
rate prejudices. Let that man who han- 
dles it with rude and reckless contempt of 
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consequences be assured that Jehovah 
will not hold hi in guiltless. The follow- 
ing are some of the principles which ought 
to regulate our discussions of this solemn 
subject. 

I. It is our duty to maintain perfect 
composure of mind. 

It does not become those who have a 
good cause to get angry, and deal in foul- 
mouthed abuse and bitter vituperation. 
These weapons belong of right to those 
who have exhausted their entire stock of 
arguments. It requires neither grace, nor 
knowledge, nor courage, nor benevolence, 
to heap opprobrious epithets upon men 
hundreds of miles olf, under pretext of 
calling things by their right names. But 
to meet their errors with truth ; to listen 
to their objections with candor; to treat 
their prejudices with kindness ; to bear 
their opposition with patience ; to acknow- 
ledge their excellences with cheerfulness ; 
to receive their reproofs with meekness ; 
9 
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and to be rewarded for all our well meant 
efforts with reproach, without losing our 
temper; — does require no ordinary amount 
of holiness. 

2. It is our duty to maintain a spirit 
of uniform kindness, 

My views on this point are so perfectly 
expressed by President Edwards that I will 
take the liberty to transcribe his words, 

" The bitter root of censoriousness must 
be totally rooted out, as we would prepare 
the way of the Lord. It has nourished 
and upheld many other things contrary 
to the humility, meekness, and love of the 
gospel. The minds of many have receiv- 
ed an unhappy turn, in some respects, 
with their religion. There is a certain 
point or sharpness, a disposition to a kind 
of -warmth, that does not savor of that 
meek, lamb-like, sweet disposition that 
becomes Christians, Many have now been 
so long habituated to it, that they do not 
know how to get out of it ; but ~/8 must 
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gel out of if , the point and sharpness must 
be blunted, and we must learn another 
way of manifesting our zeal for God."— 
Edwards on Revivals, Pari IV. Sec, 4. 

Asrain : 11 It has been the manner of 
some persons to speak of almost every 
thing they see amiss in others, in the 
most harsh, severe, and terrible language. 
It is frequent of them to say of others' 
opinions, or conduct, or advice ; or of their 
coldness, their silence, their caution, their 
moderation, and their prudence, and many 
other things that appear in them, that they 
are from the devil or from hell ; that such 
a thing is devilish, or hellish, or cursed ; 
and that such persons are serving the ' 
devil, or the devil is in them, and they are 
soul-murderers, and the like ; so that the 
words devil and hell are almost con- 
tinually in their mouths. And such kind 
of language they will commonly use, not 
only towards wicked men, but towards 
them that they themselves allow to be the 
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true children of God, and also towards 
ministers of the gospel, and others that 
are very much their superiors. And they 
look upon it a virtue and very high 
attainment thus to behave themselves. 
" Oh," say they, " we must be plain-hearted 
and bold for Christ, we must declare war 
against sin wherever we see it } we must 
not mince the matter in the cause of God, 
and when speaking for Christ. 

1{ What a strange device of the devil is 
here to overthrow all Christian meekness 
and gentleness, .and evert a 1 ! show and 
appearance of it, and to defile the mouths 
of the children of God, and to introduce 
' the language of common sailors among 
the folk)- ts of Christ, under a cloak of 
high sanctity, and zeal, and boldness for 
Christ ! And it is a remarkable instance 
of the weakness of the human mind, and 
how much too cunning the devil is for us. 

" The grand defense of this way of talk- 
ing is that they say no more than what is 
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true ; they only speak the truth without, 
mincing the matter. 

" But it is a grand mistake that we may 
commonly use, concerning one another, 
all such language as represents the worst 
of each other, according to strict truth." 
— Ibidem,, Sect. 1. 

This hard and censorious spirit he very 
justly ascribes to spiritual pride. That 
anti-slavery men at the North have greatly 
displeased God by indulging it, cannot bs 
denied. Nor is the goodness of their 
causo any apology. For if it is, then 
Satan himself may set about the work of 
demolishing heathen temples, and charge 
all who presume to object to his course 
with being the abettors of idolatry, because 
he is on the side of God and of truth. 

In thus frankly censuring these men, 
where I think that the cause of abolition 
requires it, let me not for a moment bs 
understood as joining in the absurd hue 
and cry which has been raised against 
9* 
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them 'by designing men at the South, and 
elsewhere, who wish to " ride in the whirl- 
wind and direct the storm," and in which 
I regret to say that many good men have 



Because they have exposed the heinous 
guilt of the slave system, (not always, it 
must be confessed, in the kindest spirit,) 
they have been accused of wishing to 
excite the slaves to deeds of insurrection 
and blood." 

Because they have earnestly remon- 
strated with the Southern States for per- 
petuating the system of slavery, they have 
been charged with attempting to wre.st 

* The man that would encourage the slaves to risa up 
in rebellion against their masters deserves to oe hanged. 
We cannot, however, consent to stop the discussion of this 
question at the North for fear that the slaves should disco- 
ver that we consider their masters guilty for holding them 
' in bondage. Publications addressed to the reason and 
consciences of the masters are not "seditious" or "incen- 
diary " in any . proper sense of the word. If they are, 
then all efforts to persuade those who are injuring their 
fellow-men to repent, are " seditious " nnd " incendiary.' - 
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their slaves out of their haiids by legisla- 
tive enactments. .•>.-.■ 

Because they have maintained the duty 
and expediency of immediately abolishing 
the slave system, and substituting' in its 
place wise and equitable laws for ' the 
regulation of the colored people which 
shall recognise them as freemen, - they 
have been accused of wishing; to have 
them all turned loose upon society a.i 
once without restraint. 

•Because they have plainly pointed out 
the ruinous tendency of the slave system 
in its influence upon the United States, 
they have been accused of wishing to 
dissolve the Union.* 



* It has been the policy of certain prominent men in 
the Southern States to carry their obnoxious measures, by 
holding' up in terrorem a dissolution of the Union. When 
Missouri applied for admission to the Union, the non-slave- 
holding- utiles wished to exclude slavery from the territory ; 
but these men predicted a dissolution of the Union : so the 
North compromised. The same argument was used to 
procure a repeal of the tariff: and now. we arc solemnly 
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■They have'bseu branded as "incendia- 
ries*, "fanatics." and "traitors," while all 
proof of these grievous charges has been, 
carefully withheld. 

They have been held up to public exe- 
cration; as the offscouring of all things, 
as "pestilent fellows" and "movers of 



• warned against the discussion of the Slavery Question in 
any shaps, upon the ground th^t this will inevitably 
!ead to a dissolution of the Union. If Northern men will 
allow thcauclvea to be awed into silence by this argument 
thsy vrill soon find i> joining up to their sorrow on one 
question of local interest after another, until they are 
sequired to yield every thing. 

Th& Union is dear to us at the North. We do not wish 
lo bavc it broken. If it is to be dissolved, let it be the act 
of the South, and not our act: and when the nations of 
tte earth ohall demand of them tho reason, let them 
and say, " We converted a portion of our fellow- 
ram into chattels personal: v/e bought, sold, mortgaged, 
and leased them at pleasure : we deprived them by law of 
tho privilege of reading God's Word s when they escaped 
from under our dominion into the Northern States, wc called 
upon our brethren to Eurrcnder them again into bondage : 
, and when they earnestly (and sometimes rudely and 
I unkindly) remonstrated with us, we were,. offended and 
dissolved tho Union." 
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sedition," throughout all the United States ; 
though all candid men at the North, who 
have had an opportunity of knowing and 
appreciating their characters, are com- 
pelled by stubborn facts to admit, that 
they are honest and good men. 

And yet these calumniators of anti- 
slavery men are preaching against cn- 
Uimnv — with beams in their own eves, 
they are endeavoring to pull out the motes 
from their neighbors' eyes ! 

3. It is our duty to maintain a tolerant 
spirit. 

Men that are agreed with their brethren 
on the fundamental point that the slave 
system is sinful and not to be in any way 
countenanced or abetted, are not to c a - 
hardly judged or censured because they 
differ from them as to the best mode of 
combating the evil. Neither are they to 
be denounced as timid, over-prudent, va- 
cillating fence-men, because they cannot 
clear, at a single bound, every " middle 
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wall of partition " that others may think 
proper to build. Where God draws Ms 
line of duty we have no right to hesitate : 
we must keep wholly on the prescribed 
side. But where uninspired men draw 
their line, vie. are at perfect liberty to 
stand on either side, or directly upon it, 
according to our views of duiy. 

A. It is our duty to <ma,hp. thp. slavery 
qusstion subordinate io the gospel. 

It should not be made the all-absorbing 
topic of conversation and discussion, so 
as completely to fill the whole horizon of 
our thoughts, and mis itself with every 
thing we say and do. The gospel of 
Christ alone can claim this high pre- 
eminence. 

5. It is our imperative duty to give 
this momentous subject a place in our 
prayers. 

The slave system is undoubtedly the 
most enormous evil under which our 
nation groans. It lies at the foundation 
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of the unhappy sectional jealousy which 
has existed for so many years between the 
North and the South. 

It is a vine of Sodom, whose, grapss are 
gall, and whose clusters, are wormwood; 
its poisonous branches are rapidly over- 
shadowing the length and the breadth of 
our land. Until it is finally eradicated 
from the soil of these United States, it will 
be to the whole nation a <f root of bit- 
terness " , springing up to trouble us ; 
and it will, if it is not speedily extirpated^ 
assuredly expose us to the righteous dis- 
pleasure of that God who is no respecter 
of persons. Human strength will not 
avail to effect its removal from our midst. 
We must have the help of God, or we 
are undone, and for this help ha will fef 
inquired of by his people. 
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' ' DUTY OF THE CHURCHES. 

It is the duty of 'the churches to testify 
the truth respecting the system of slavery. 
It is true that it is a heinously guilty sys- 
tem, not to be in any way countenanced 
or abetted ; and they ought unequivocally 
to say so. The man who at the present 
day maintains his right to buy, sell, or hold 
his fellow-men as chattels personal, is, in 
my view, unworthy of the fellowship of 
the saints. - Were the responsibility of 
deciding whether such a man should be 
admitted to the membership of a church 
over which I presided, or rejected ; with my 
present views of duty, I should certainly 
exclude him as gi : ilty of an evident immo- 
rality. Yet, considering the numerous 
and formidable embarrassments which the 
laws of most of the slave-holding states 
have wickedly thrown in the way of those 
masters who are willing to emancipate 
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their slaves, I would not break fellow. 
rJiip with a christian brother, simply 
because he held the legal relation of mas- 
ter to a portion of his fellow-men, where 
I had reasonable evidence that he honestly- 
desired to know and do his duty; — evi- 
dence, I mean, derived not from his words, 
but . from his actions. My views of the 
duty of slave-holders in such circum- 
stances have been given above. 

I have now given an honest exhibition 
of my views on this question. In so 
doing I have felt under- all the solemn 
responsibilities of a witness called to give 
testimony in a case involving the temporal 
and eternal interests of millions "born 
and to be born." Should I hereafter see 
reason for altering these views in any 
respect, I hold myself under solemn obliga- 
tion to the cause of truth to do so with 
frankness and candor. 

May the God of our fathers guide all 
concerned in the discussion of this mo- 
10 
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m&ntcms subject into sock views and con- 
duct as shall be acceptable in his sight. 
With him are our destinies. His hot dis- 
pleasure can wither us in a moment. His 
wrath we can no more withstand than the 
towering oak can withstand the red light- 
nings of heaven. He has but to speak, and 
the sun of our prosperity which has risen 
with such splendor, will set to rise no 
more. Oh, that we might feel this solemn 
truth! . 
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Prom the New York Weekly Messenger md. Young 
Men's Advocate. 

Dr. Spring's Hints to Parents. — One 
of the prettiest little works of this class 
*hat we have ever met with, is just pub- 
lished ; it is called " Hints to Parents on 
the Religious Education of Children. 
By Gardiner Spring, D. D." Tho au- 
thor has been long -and favorably known 
to the public as a chaste, powerful, and 
popular writer. The subject of the pre- 
sent work is one of great moment — one in 
which every parent has a real ; interest. 
AM we commend this little volume not 
only to pious parents, but to all who 
desire to bring up their children in such a 



manner as to make them an lienor to 
themselves and a blessing to their fellow- 
men. 

Prom the Commercial Advertiser, " 
/ Hints to Parents on the Religious 
Education, of Children. B;r Gardiner 
Spring, . D. D. — This beautiful little vo- 
lume, coming out at this time, will be 
peculiarly; acceptable to the congregation 
of the abie and excellent author, and will 
have the effect of a legacy of his opinions 
on a most important subject, now that for 
a time they are deprived of his personal 
instructions, It is a work that should be 
in the hands of every parent .throughout 
our country, who has the temporal and 
eternal interest of his offspring at heart. 
The few and leading maxims of the Chris- 
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fcian religion are plainly and practically 
enforced, and the parent's duties are des- 
canted on in a train of pore and beautiful 
eloquence, which a father's mind, elevated 
by religion, only could have dictated. 
"We believe that a general knowledge of 
this little volume would be attended with 
consequences beneficial to society, since a 
practice of its recommendations could 
scarcely be refused to its solemn and 
affectionate spirit of entreaty. 



THE MINISTRY WE NEED. By 
8. H. Cox, D. D., and others. 37 1-2 
cents. . 

From the Literary and Theological Review. 

This neat little volume comprises the 
inaugural charge and address which were 
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delivered on occasion of inducting the 
Professor o? Sacred Rhetoric anxs 
Pastoral Theology in the Theological 
Seminary at Auburn. The friends of Dr. 
Cox will not be disappointed in his inaugu- 
ral address. It bears the impress of his 
talents and piety — his enlarged views and 
catholic spirit. To analyze it would con- 
vey no adequate idea of its merits. His 
theme is the ministry of reconciliation — 
" the chosen medium by which God con- 
ciliates men — the mighty moral enginery 
that accomplishes his brightest wonders — 
the authentic diplomacy of the King of 
kings working salvation in the midst of 
the earth." The manner in which he 
treats his subject, in relation to the impor- 
tance of the Christian ministry, and the 
kind of ministry needed in this ag3 and 
aiation, we need hardly remark, will amply 
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repay the perusal of his brethren, if not bs 
interesting and instructive to the church 
at large. 

"Error-scenting notoriety" may not 
altogether like the odor of this little book; 
and the " lynx-eyed detecters of heresy" 
will not be forward to approve a work in 
which they are handled with unsparing 
severity ; but by " all the favorers on prin- 
ciple of a pious, sound, educated, scriptu- 
ral, and accomplished ministry in the 
church of God, and throughout the whole 
world, as the ministry we need, to 
whom this little volume is most respect- 
fully inscribed" it will be read, and, we 
trust, circulated. 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S POCKET-COM- 
PANION. — Selected from the ■ works 
of John Rogers, Dr. CHvtjn, David 
Brainerd, President Edwards, and 
others, with an Introduction by Rev. 
John Blatchford, of Bridgeport, 
Conn. 25 cents. 

The following is from Mr. Blatchford's Letter to 
the Publisher : — 

I am happy to learn, through your 
letter of last evening, your design of pub- 
lishing the little work containing the pri- 
vate rules by which the lives of such men 
as Edwards and Brainerd, and Rogers 
and Mason, were regulated. 

That little volume (which is the only 
copy that 1 have ever met with) was for 
many of the last years of his life the 
pocket-companion of my honored father, 
the late Samuel Blatchford, D.. D., of 
Lansingburgh. This circumstance alone 
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would give it a value in ray estimation 
— as also with the many who were asso- 
ciated with him as a father in the 
ministry, as well as those who were per- 
mitted to receive "the message of salvation 
from his lips." 

But in addition to this, who is there 
that loves the cause of Christ and the 
souls of men among the ministers of the 
Lord Jesus in our day, that has not often, 
amid the toils and discouragements and 
anxieties which so thickly beset their 
path} turned away to such men, and 
inquired the secret, if any there was, 
by which they accomplished so much 
for the Church, and secured to them- 
selves a character for such emii:3iit holi- 
ness ? This little book answers these 
questions, and introduces us to these " men 
of God," in the closet, in the family, in 
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the sctsial circle, in the labors of the pul- 
pit, .and in the. discharge. of their multi- 
plied parochial duties ; and I am confident 
■that no one can rise from its perusal with- 
■out being incited to more prayer and more 
'diligence in their varied efforts to adorn 
.the "doctrines of Christ their Saviour > r 
themselves, and in preaching Christ and 
him crucified to others. 

Wishing you all success in your under- 
taking, I would most fervently commend 
it to the blessing of God, believing that in 
: giving it to the public r you will greatly- 
: subserve the best of causes, and in a very 
. acceptable manner. 

JOHN BLATCHFORD. 



From the New York Observer. 
Christians Pocket-Companion.— This 
w®2f small but neat manual, just pub- 
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iished, io ■a'eompUation of 'sotoe m 'ih& 
pisrest sentiments and 'holiest ^spitfationsj 
of siicli 'men as Owen, RbgQts, ■ Brained, 
and' President Edwards. We venture "£0 
say that no ""Christian can "make it the 
familiar companion of Ms 'k&ar'i, as 11/611 
as' " pocket," without becoming evidently 
a holier and a happier man. 



PLEASURE AND PROFIT, vol. 1, or 
THE MUSEUM. By Uncle Arthur, 
37 1-2 cents. 



PLEASUKK AND FKOFIT, vol. % } or 
THE BOY'S tiWMb.. '%. Undo 
Arthur. 3^ 1-2 coats. 



UMmMM, ,4H© PROFIT,- vol. fy&z 
MARY AND FLORENCE.' By-Uaclo 
Arthur. 37 1-2 cents. 



MISSIONARY REMAINS, or SKETCH- 
ES OF EYARTiS, CORNELIUS, AND 
WISNER. By Gardiner Spring, D. D. 
and others. 37 1-2 cents. 



ABYIGE -TO A BROTHER. By a 
Missionary. 31 cents. 



LIFE. OF COWPEX By himself: ST 1-2 
cents. 



BASLY PIETY. By Kev. Jacob Abbott. 
IS 3-4 cents. 



SCRIPTURE GEMS. Morocco, gilt. 
25 cents. 



In Press — SERMONS by Rev. Charles 
G.Finney. With a Portrait $1.00. 



THE WORKS OF ; REY.. DANIEL A. 
CLARK. In three volumes. $3.00. 



PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. By the 
late. Dr. Nevins, of Baltimore. 60 
cents. 
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THOUGHTS ON POPERY. % Dr. 
Nevins. 50 cents. 



A constant supply of the Publications 
of the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society, the American Sunday School 
Union, and of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Sunday School Union, at the same 
prices as sold at their respective Depo- 

. sitories* 



X S. T, has also a large and choice selec- 
tion of Miscellaneous works suitable for 
Sunday School Libraries ; together with 
Theological, Classical, Moral, and Reli- 
gious Books, Stationery, &c. all of which 
he will sell at the lowest prices. 
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'''"Also Publisher of 

THE NATIONAL PREACHER, printed 
in an elegant pamphlet form, each num- 
ber containing two Sermons from living 
Ministers. Monthly. Edited by Bev. 
Austin Dickinson. • 'Pries one '-.dollar: -.a 
year in advance. 



Also Agent for 

THE SABBATH 'SCHOOL VISITER, 

published by the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Society. Edited by Rev. Asa 
Ballard, Boston. Price 50 cents. 

Also Agent for 

THE MISSIONARY SIERALB. Pub- 
lished for the American Board of 
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Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
Monthly. Price $1.50 a year. 



N. B. Orders from the country will be 
immediately attended to, and books for- 
warded according to directions. Should 
the selection of books for Sunday Schools 
be left with J, S. T., and he should for- 
ward any which should not suit the pur- 
chaser, they may be returned, and the 
money will be refunded, or other books 
given in exchange. Those wishing to 
purchase are invited to call and examine 
his stock. 



